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Experience the greatest moments of the 20th century with an accessible narrative that makes
history come alive.Adapted from the #1 national bestseller especially for young readers!The
twentieth century was a time of tremendous change, the most eventful hundred years in human
history. Join Peter Jennings and Todd Brewster for a fascinating journey back in time to
experience, through vivid first-person accounts, the most surprising and the most terrifying
events of the past hundred years. These are the voices of ordinary people--children and adults--
who were part of history in the making. Their joys and sorrows, their hopes and fears provide a
compelling insider's look at momentous events that have reshaped the world. The Century for
Young People is a riveting read and an essential research resouce. It is the story of our time for
all time.

About the AuthorPeter Jennings (1938–2005) was chief anchor of ABC’s World News Tonight. In
more than 40 years as a broadcast journalist, he worked in most parts of the world, from the
American South to Southern Africa, from the Middle East to eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union. Among hundreds of programs he was a part of, he treasured those he did with and
for the young.Todd Brewster was the senior editorial producer of ABC’s The Century television
series. In more than 25 years as a journalist, he has covered the American national political
scene and the collapse of Communism in eastern Europe, both for Life, where he was a writer
and editor. He is currently the new director of the Center for Oral History at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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For a complete overview of the most eventfulhundred years in human history, you’ll want to read
thesecompanion volumes:The Century for Young People:Becoming Modern America: 1901–
1936The Century for Young People:Changing America: 1961–1999For our children:Elizabeth,
Christopher, and JackCONTENTSIntroduction1. Over the Edge 1936–19412. Global Nightmare
1941–19453. An Uneasy Peace 1946–19524. Mass Markets 1953–1961INTRODUCTIONIf you
are one of those people who consider history to be the study of dry and boring facts, please
think again. You are in for a surprise when you read these books. Well-told history is as
compelling as any great novel or movie. It is full of drama, tension, interesting characters, and
fantastic events. That is what you will find here, in this, the history—or should we simply say
“story”?—of the twentieth century.One hundred years may seem like a long time ago, but
actually, this is fairly recent history. It is really not too far removed from your life today—and the
story of the twentieth century is not just any old story. It is the story of your parents and
grandparents, of the world they were born into and the one they helped create. And while some
of the events described here happened in faraway places decades ago, you will probably
recognize that some things are the way they are now because of what happened then. In other
words, this is not only your parents’ and grandparents’ story; it is your story, too.One of the most
important reasons to study history is to help us understand the present. Think of how old you are
today. Now think about your parent or grandparent or even great-grandparent at your age.
Without so much as blinking, you can list five things that did not exist in their lifetime. At the
beginning of the twentieth century, there was no automobile, no television, no radio, and
certainly no Internet. African Americans in the South lived in segregated communities; few
women worked outside the home, and none had the right to vote. So how did we get here from
there?Consider global affairs. When your parents and grandparents were growing up, America’s
biggest enemy was the Soviet Union, which included modern-day Russia and neighboring
countries. From the end of World War II in 1945 until 1991, when the Soviet Union collapsed
under its own weight, America and the Soviet Union often stood nose to nose. In what we now
refer to as the Cold War, a nuclear confrontation between the two countries was a persistent
threat, though thankfully, one that was never realized.Today, the Soviet Union is long gone,
replaced, in one sense, by America’s twenty-first-century enemy: radical factions of the religion
of Islam. Yet you will be interested to read about the events of 1979, when rebels inspired by the
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the long-exiled spiritual leader of Iranian Shiite Muslims,
challenged what he called the decadent West by overthrowing the American-backed Shah of
Iran and installing an anti-American regime. Looking back, we can now say that when
Khomeini’s followers seized the American embassy in Tehran and held 52 people hostage for
444 days, they gave us a hint of what was to come twenty-some years later: the events of
September 11, 2001, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the threat of Islamic terrorism that
you live with today. If you were a small child on September 11, 2001 (or not yet born), that date



may seem like just another landmark in our history. But for many others, it is the defining moment
of the twenty-first century, their twenty-first century. These books will help you understand this
and other world-shattering events that shaped our lives.Another way to think of history is to say
that it is the study of change. Consider this: the adolescents of the early 1900s were not referred
to as teenagers—the word wasn’t even used until 1941—and as late as 1920, children were
unlikely to finish, and often even to start, high school. Teens were needed to work the farms in
what was still largely an agricultural society. Certainly no one would have imagined that there
could be such a thing as a distinct teen culture. The rise of popular music, which came with the
phonograph and then the radio, made such a culture possible. So did urbanization,
industrialization, and prosperity, which by the 1950s gave families the luxury to let young people
stay in school longer, maybe even go to college, and to be “teenagers.”Technology has always
been among the biggest agents of change, and as the story of the twentieth century shows, it
can introduce itself unexpectedly. When Henry Ford built the first affordable cars in the United
States, he imagined that he was creating a machine that would enhance rural life. The first
Model Ts had the potential to double as farm tractors. But in the end the automobile had the
opposite effect: once people could get into their Fords and travel, they could see worlds that had
long been beyond them, and so a kind of new mobility entered American life, with children
growing up and moving far away to pursue lives wholly different from those of their parents.
Similarly, the first computers—room-sized behemoths created in the late 1940s—were designed
almost exclusively as tools for the scientific community, not as the research, communication, and
entertainment platforms we consider them today. It was not until the early 1980s that most
people had computers in their offices and homes.The technological, intellectual, and
commercial explosions that greeted the twentieth century made many people dream of a day
when a permanent harmony would descend over the globe, but sadly, that was not to be. In fact,
if there was one common teenage experience the world over, it was that most ancient of human
activities, war. Beginning in 1914, large armies in Europe engaged in horrific battle. People
called that first global conflict the Great War, thinking that it would be the last such battle in
human history. Now we call it World War I, followed as it was by World War II, just twenty years
later, and by the persistent late-twentieth-century (and now early-twenty-first-century) fears that
we were (or are) on the brink of World War III.More than nine million people, much of Europe’s
youth, died in the Great War alone. But as you contemplate such numbing numbers, it may be
more powerful to think not just about how many lives were lost, but also about whose lives were
lost. If there had been no war in 1914, maybe one of those who died would have grown up to be
a scientist who discovered a cure for cancer or a humanitarian who solved the world’s hunger
problem. Maybe Germans, absent the humiliation of defeat, would never have listened to the
perverse racist message of Adolf Hitler, who led that country into the nightmare that could be
stopped only by an even greater war that killed even more people. Many historians are now
convinced that had there been no World War I, there would likely have been no World War II and
no Cold War, for each, it seems, led inevitably to the next.With all its wars and devastation, the



twentieth century may seem like a bleak episode, a sad study. But as you continue your journey
through these three volumes, hold that thought. Loud and sensational events always mask
slower, deeper trends, and in the twentieth century the more gradual and less sensational
changes mark a time of glorious achievement.

The book by Todd Brewster has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 15 people have provided feedback.
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